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SOCIAL HOUSING - PREMIER’S COMMITMENT 

210. Mr J.E. McGRATH to the Premier: 
Mr Speaker, - 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  I like the tie! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  Very good, but I am not changing sides! 

I refer to the Premier’s commitment last week to provide more social housing access for Western Australians.  
Given that since this government was elected in 2001, public housing stock has fallen by 570 dwellings and the 
Homeswest waiting list increased by 1 200 in the last six months of last year to a record 15 000 applicants, how 
can the public of Western Australia have any confidence in his commitment to fix a public housing system that 
his government has allowed to break down so badly? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for South Perth for the question.  Housing affordability and access to housing is a key theme 
of this government and will be a key theme in this afternoon’s budget.  What we have seen in Western Australia 
over the past five years - it took us a year to gather our stride and get the economy going after it went into 
decline under the previous government - 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I think the name of the character that I mentioned was Gordon Farkas, and the 
member for Vasse reminds me of him more and more. 

The economy is growing at a rapid pace.  An additional 500 people or thereabouts arrive in this state every year. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Last week’s announcement indicated that $417 million of additional funding will 
provide approximately 1 000 additional Homeswest social housing units or homes a year over four years.  As I 
recall, we announced on the same day the package related to land release that will effectively halve the approvals 
process time for the state government so that, with the cooperation of land developers, we will get a much 
greater amount of land on the market quickly.  One of the reasons we are experiencing growth in the number of 
people trying to access public housing is that there is a greater demand for housing right across the market than 
we are able to accommodate.  People who are unable to get into private housing are joining the queue to try to 
get into public housing.  For the first time in probably a decade, the number of homes in the public housing stock 
will grow.  As I recall, we have also provided assistance to renters through the abolition of letting fees and bond 
assistance, which we announced last year. 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Hold your breath, brother.  The member needs to address the entire issue, not just one 
component of it.  We will never be able to accommodate every person on the public housing list.  We need to 
produce a housing market in which more people can access their own home in the private market and therefore 
not be on the public housing list.  A few weeks ago we introduced for the first time in Australia - I do not believe 
any other jurisdiction has done it - the joint equity scheme, which allows first home buyers to partner with the 
Western Australian government in purchasing a property for the first time.  Some of the public housing stock has 
been released to the private market through that scheme.  We are providing more housing stock that way. 

Mr T. Buswell:  What scheme was that, Premier?  Do you want to say that again? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The joint equity scheme. 

Mr T. Buswell:  They can buy public housing, can they? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  They can buy Homeswest dwellings in a joint partnership. 

Mr T. Buswell:  Are you sure that’s not the other scheme? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Vasse! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We also have other programs - 

Mr T. Buswell interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition to order, I think for the third time. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 10 May 2007] 

 p2099b-2100a 
Mr John McGrath; Mr Alan Carpenter; Speaker 

 [2] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  We also have other programs that allow the purchase of public housing through the 
New Living program and so on.  No single strategy in isolation will address the housing circumstances.  
However, in Western Australia we will have a comprehensive package, which I believe is unmatched anywhere 
else in Australia, that addresses the housing affordability issue.  The truth is that it is unmatched anywhere else 
in Australia.  I think that this afternoon we will see a package that people will recognise as an excellent package 
to address the issue of housing affordability. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
 


